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Comprehension and Analysis

Directions: To help you understand all aspects of the novel, ansur the following
questions for Chapters 1-2. Write your answers on a separate piece of paper using
complete sentences.

Chapter One
1. From the narrator’s description of planes flying over the community, we can infer that

2. List the different jobs that are mentioned in the chapter.
3. Cite the evidence that shows how the pilot and citizens are treated during the accidental
flyover.
4. Examine how Asher apologizes to his classmates when he is late to class. Do you think he
should have to apologize in this way?
5. How do the rituals of using a standard apology phrase and the nightly sharing of feelings
show the community’s theme of continuity and standardization?
6. What are Elevens and Sevens?
7. Compare your family’s nightly routine to Jonas's family’s nightly rituals.
8. What is revealed about the community by Lily’s description of animals?
9. What does the use of the words Nurturer, Pilot, Street Cleaners, and Landscape Workers
reveal about those jobs and the community?
10. Explain why the male baby that Father discusses may be released.
11. Identify three reasons why someone may be released.
12. How does the description of forming family units contribute to the overall tone of the novel?
13. How does the reader know that Jonas is not completely comfortable with some of the
rituals and rules of the community?




